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ChildrensDiscoveryMuseum.net

Friday, April 29 | 6:00 p.m.
DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Bloomington

Join us for the Children’s Discovery Museum’s
annual Doctors in Concert on Friday, April 29 at the
DoubleTree Hotel. Attendees will enjoy live music
performed by local physicians, hors d’oeuvres, silent
auction and a cash bar all while supporting the love
of learning through the power of play! See page 14.

Schedule of performing physicians (subject to change)
Dr. Jerry Antonini

Dr. Daniel Brownstone

Dr. Thomas Kelly

Dr. Susan Sheppard

Dr. William Bond

Dr. Frank Han

Dr. Darrell Looney

Dr. David Skillrud

Spring
Hours

Beginning
March 20

Member Monday: 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Tuesday: 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday: 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Thursday: 9:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Friday: 9:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Saturday: 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

SUMME R
CAMP S

Sunday: 1:00 – 5:00 p.m

Camp registration begins March 1.
To provide a consistent and safe environment for our
guests, the CDM follows Unit 5 schools’ masking policies.

Early Childhood

Play, Learn and Grow
Play is the work of a child. Play, Learn
and Grow is created for children ages
2–4 years to learn about the world
around them through play. Our programs
are designed speciﬁcally for the
parent/caregiver and child to learn and
grow together through various types of
play and exploration!

2-4

years

with
Adult

This program is a parent/child program.
All participants will be required to wear
a mask for the entirety of the program.
Classes will be limited to 6 parent/child
pairs each session. Each family will have
their own designated table to complete
activities at as well as their own set of
manipulatives for use throughout the
class.

Class will begin with circle time where
we sing a hello song together and read
a story introducing the theme. Next,

parents and children will work together
to explore STEAM (science, technology,
engineering, art, & math) activities that
develop social, problem-solving, and
gross and ﬁne motor skills. Activities
include sensory exploration, building
activities, process-based art activities,
dramatic play, exploring math concepts,
and so much more! To wrap up our time,
parents and children will gather for music
and movement activity, bubbles and a
good-bye song.

March

April

May

Farm to Table

Earth Day

Kites

Thursday, March 10
4:00 – 5:00 p.m.

Thursday, April 21
4:00 – 5:00 p.m.

Thursday, May 19
4:00 – 5:00 p.m.

Thursday, March 10
6:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Thursday, April 21
6:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Thursday, May 19
6:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Friday, March 11
9:00 – 10:00 a.m.

Friday, April 22
9:00 – 10:00 a.m.

Friday, May 20
9:00 – 10:00 a.m.

Friday March 11
11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Friday April 22
11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Friday May 20
11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Monday, March 14
9:00 – 10:00 a.m. – Members Only

Monday, April 25
9:00 – 10:00 a.m. – Members Only

Monday, May 23
9:00 – 10:00 a.m. – Members Only

Cost: $12 Members / Museums for All | $17 Non-Members | Register online at ChildrensDiscoveryMuseum.net

Early Childhood Program Kit
COVID Guidelines
The CDM follows Unit 5 schools’
masking policies.
Please visit our website at
ChildrensDiscoveryMuseum.net
for current information
and updates.
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2-5

years

Pick Up Dates
Thursday, March 10: Farm to Table
Thursday, April 21: Earth Day
Thursday, May 19: Kites

Cost: $12 Members / Museums for All | $17 Non-Members
If your family is not quite ready to attend in-person programs, but you are missing
Miss Erin’s hands-on activities, we have a kit option for you! Kits will include a link
to Miss Erin reading the story that goes along with each kit’s monthly theme
and guidance through one activity. Kits will also include an activity guide
with directions and most of the supplies for 6 hands-on activities that focus
on STEAM based learning through ﬁne motor, process art, and sensory
exploration activities. Supplies not included are common household materials
such as markers, scissors, a cookie sheet, large mixing bowl, measuring cups, etc.
Visit ChildrensDiscoveryMuseum.net to register and for more information.

Home School Programs
4-5

years
Drop Off

Early
Explorers

Home School programs are available to all students between
the age of 5 and 13. We ask that families sign up their child
for the appropriate section. These programs allow children
to experience STEAM based activities and concepts through
hands-on experiments, building and play.
Time:
Cost:

9:30–11:30 a.m.
$15 Members/Museums for All
$20 Non-Members
Register online at ChildrensDiscoveryMuseum.net

Cost: $12 Members / Museums for All
$17 Non-Members
Register online at
ChildrensDiscoveryMuseum.net
Early Explorers is designed for 4 and
5-year-old children to gain independence
and experience a structured classroom
environment without their grownup.
Children will start class at their table
exploring a tabletop activity. From there, we
will move into circle time where classroom
expectations are established, we sing a
greeting song and read a story to introduce
the day’s topic. Then we will work through
two structured activities back at our tables
with a music and movement break in
between to get our bodies moving. Class
will end with another circle time to review
our morning and sing a good-bye song.
All participants will be required to wear a
mask for the entirety of the program. Each
child will share a table with another child;
however, they will sit at opposite ends from
each other to allow for physical distancing.
Each child will also have their own set of
supplies and manipulatives for use through
the class.

March: Kitchen
Chemistry
Turn the kitchen into a laboratory!
We will use supplies that are
commonly found in the kitchen
to better understand mixtures,
solutions and chemical reactions.
Thursday, March 3

April: Color & Light
This class will introduce the
basics of light and color.
Experiment with how light travels
and how color and light interact
to produce amazing results!

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED ONE WEEK
IN ADVANCE FOR ALL MUSEUM CLASSES.
Payment must accompany registration. Cancelation must be
received at least three business days prior to the start of the
program to receive a refund.

Thursday, May 5

March: Brainless
Beasts

Earth Day

Saturday, May 21
9:00 – 10:30 a.m.

Students will explore with simple
circuits as they learn how many of
the things in our lives are powered
through electricity.

9–13 YEARS OLD

Thursday, March 3
Friday, March 4

Kites

May: Power
of Circuits

Thursday, April 7

Saturday, March 12
9:00 – 10:30 a.m.

Saturday, April 23
9:00 – 10:30 a.m.

years

5–8 YEARS OLD

There are many animals that
don’t have brains. Together we
will learn about animals that
don’t have central nervous
systems and how they
function in the world.

Farm to Table

5-13

April: Water
Treatment Plant
Exploration
Learn about where our drinking
water comes from and how we
make it safe for people to drink.

May: Star Wars
Physics
May the 4th be with you… well
we just missed it but there is
cool science that happens in
Star Wars. We will explore
the science behind tech of
the future.
Thursday, May 5
Friday, May 6

Thursday, April 7
Friday, April 8

3

Discovery Day Camps offer children an opportunity to engage
in STEAM based learning through play. Each day consists of
play time in the classroom while students are arriving, themed
activities, 30 min lunch, more fun activities, then snack and
play time in the classroom during pick up. Children must bring
a sack lunch and a water bottle to class.

K-5

grade

8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
$51 Members / Museums for All
$56 Non-Members
Register online at
ChildrensDiscoveryMuseum.net

Monday, March 21:
Pi Explorations

Wednesday, March 23:
Rainforest

Friday, March 25:
Newton’s Laws

Pi Day was last week, and we will
explore the principals of Pi and
maybe even enjoy some pie!

Join us as we explore the layers of the
rainforest and learn about the habitat
and animals of the jungle.

Tuesday, March 22:
Plants, Insects
and Pollination

Thursday, March 24:
Wearable Art

Newton’s Laws of Motion help us
understand what happens when forces
are applied to objects. We will explore
how the three laws of motion work
with simple, hands-on experiments.

It’s National Agriculture Week and we
are going to explore ﬂowering plants
and how they are pollinated.

Get creative and design some upcycled
art fashion pieces that you can wear
using a variety of materials. The
possibilities are endless!

Friday, April 15:
Earth Day Celebration
Earth Day is April 22 and we should
celebrate our home! We will learn
about our planet and how we can
keep it healthy and safe.

Physics Days
Select Thursdays
10:00 a.m. – Noon
ISU Faculty, Dr. Jay Ansher, and students will provide hands-on
demonstrations, experiments and more on new topics each month!
Free with Admission

Sound

Weather

Astronomy

Thursday, March 17

Thursday, April 14

Thursday, May 5

Sound travels as a wave. The ISU Physics
Club will have hands-on activities that
allow you to “see” music, see your voice
and learn a little bit about how sound
waves can be used, not only to speak
or sing, but even measure earthquakes!

Wind, sunshine, storms and clouds all are
part of basic physics and chemistry. Stop
by as the ISU Physics Club presents some
simple demonstrations that help explain
the science that goes into your weather
forecast.

The spring sky is ﬁlled with stars,
planets, and other fascinating objects.
Join the ISU Physics Club as they
explore astronomy with hands-on
demonstrations, and weather
permitting, a chance to view the
moon or sun through a telescope.
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Ages:
Time:
Cost:

Family

PAINT
NIGHT

Children in K-5th grade
and their adult
6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
$36 Members /
Museums for All
$41 Non-Members

K-5

grade

Register online at ChildrensDiscoveryMuseum.net
Join us for a fun opportunity to create and paint together
as a family! Each family registration (1 adult & 1 child)
includes any art making supplies needed for the activity,
and guided instruction every step of the way. No prior
painting experience is required!

Koi Pond

Spring Bunny

Sunset Aspens

Thursday, March 10

Thursday, April 14

Thursday, May 12

Ages:

Family

WORK SHOPS

Time:
Cost:

Children in K-5th grade
and their adult
6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
$36 Members /
Museums for All
$41 Non-Members

K-5

grade

Register online at ChildrensDiscoveryMuseum.net
STEAM Challenge Workshops offer parents and children an
opportunity to engage in hands-on STEAM based learning
and exploration together. Each program consists of instructor
led discussion of STEAM principles and various STEAM
challenges that parent/child pairs will work together to solve!

STEAM Challenge Workshops
Light Challenge

Water Runoff Challenge

Earthquake Challenge

National Jewel Day (March 13)

Earth Day (April 22)

Nat’l Richter Scale Day (April 26)

Friday, March 4

Friday, April 1

Friday, May 6

Learn about the phenomenon of light
and how materials impact where and
how it shines. How can you use light
to create something beautiful?

Learn about water runoff issues in our
community and how we can work to
ﬁx these problems. Flooding, water
contamination and loss of topsoil are
all issues we see when we have heavy
rains. Can you practice your civil
engineering skills to try and ﬁx these
problems?

Learn the history of the Richter scale
and how it has impacted earthquake
preparedness, design and build your
own structure and see if it withstands
a simulated earthquake.
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GAMES

EASTER BASKETS

ART SUPPLIES

SCIENCE KITS

PLUSH

PRETEND PLAY

PUZZLES

PUPPETS

seum
iscovery mu
children’s d

HOP IN and see what’s new for SPRING!
We always provide free gift wrapping!
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Museum
Memberships

I
CDM

Basic Membership ($100)

PLUS Membership ($135)

Grandparent Membership ($130)

Pays for itself in 3 visits!

Pays for itself in 4 visits to CDM
or 1 visit to any “big” museum

Pays for itself in 4 visits or
1 visit to any “big” museum

Valid for children and 2 named
adults from one household

Valid for 2 named grandparents from
one household and their grandchildren

䡲

All beneﬁts of Basic Membership,

䡲

All beneﬁts of Basic Membership,

䡲

PLUS—1 free guest admission with
each visit

䡲

PLUS—1 free guest admission with
each visit

䡲

Free or ½ priced admission to over
500 other museums across the country—
Including over 30 museums within a
3-hour drive of the CDM and “big”
museums in most major cities.

䡲

Free or ½ priced admission to over 500
other museums across the country—
Including over 30 museums within a
3-hour drive of the CDM and “big”
museums in most major cities.

Valid for children and 2 named
adults from one household
䡲

Free museum admission for 12 months

䡲

Member pricing on birthday parties,
museum classes and special events

䡲

10% discount in the Museum Store

䡲

Unlimited opportunities to make
life-long memories!

䡲

Invitations to Member previews and events

Pack your PLUS membership card
for FREE and half price admission
at many family vacation destinations!
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Birthday
Parties

Volunteer
at the
CDM!

Make it the most memorable party ever at the Children’s
Discovery Museum! Fun, easy and all the exhibits your
kids (and grown-ups) love to play in.

What’s included:
䡲

21 total guests (adults and children)

䡲

90 minutes in the Party Room

䡲

Unlimited Museum exploration

䡲

Special gift for the birthday child

䡲

Memories to last a life-time

Cost:
$155 Member/$175 Non-Member
$50 non-refundable deposit required for reservation
$8/additional guest not included in the party package
$15/additional birthday child
For best availability book at least 3 weeks in advance.
For more information or to reserve your party call
309-433-3455 or email aboggs@normal.org

Volunteering at the Children's Discovery
Museum is an extraordinary way to give
back to your community all while having
a great time! Through our dynamic
volunteer program, you can help with
annual fundraising events or on an
ongoing basis in our hands-on exhibits,
programs, special events or administrative
office. Help out and have fun!
Who? High School & College Students,
Retirees, Young Professionals, Corporate
& Non-Proﬁt Groups
What? Play, clean and reset exhibits,
assist staff with programs, administrative
projects, special events and more!
How? Visit ChildrensDiscoveryMuseum.net
to join the team.

Private
Museum
Rentals
& Parties
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Did you know in addition to birthday parties,
you can rent a room or the entire Museum? The
Children’s Discovery Museum is the place for
your next family reunion, corporate party, staff
meeting or extra special event. Let our staff
assist you in hosting an event where play is the
theme and memories will be made. Catering
options available. Room rental rates begin at
$100/hour. Private Museum rental rates begin
$300/hour. Non-proﬁt rates available.
Contact Abby Boggs at 309-433-3455 or
aboggs@normal.org for more details and to
make your reservation!

FOUNDATION

Yes! I want to

p L

a

y

it FORWARD.
To give a gift to the Children’s Discovery Museum, please:

Mail a check payable to:

Give online at:

Children’s Discovery
Museum Foundation
101 E. Beaufort Street,
Normal, IL 61761

ChildrensDiscoveryMuseum.net
‘Donate Now’

Use our QR Code:

When you make a gift to Play it Forward,
you are actively supporting positive STEAM
experiences proven to increase educational
achievement, economic productivity, lifelong
health, and to build stronger communities.

CDM Foundation Board
The Children’s Discovery Museum Foundation exists to support the mission and vision of the Children’s Discovery Museum,
to raise funds to help underwrite the expenses of Museum exhibits and programs, and to advocate on behalf of the
Museum to the community at large. The Foundation is a 501(c)3 nonproﬁt organization. Gifts are tax-deductible.
Rob Widmer, Chair
Paul Scharnett,
Vice Chair

Sarah Sturgill,
Secretary
Mark Jontry,
Treasurer

Elise Albers

Tracie Henry

Mitch Stebel

Patrick Bane

Lauren Lurkins

Brittany Wade

Marlene Dietz

Terry Ogunleye

Samuel Gray

Theresa Prosser
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GRANT FUNDING

We are pleased to announce receipt of the following grant awards.

Women to Women Grant supports
early childhood learning
Thanks to Women to Women Giving
Circle for funding Growing STEAM
Potential through the Power of Play at
Scott Early Learning Center. Growing
STEAM offers a multi-faceted approach
to early childhood education and
consists of four components to create
a consistent learning experience
throughout the academic year. Growing
STEAM is more important now than ever
before. The pandemic has disrupted
three consecutive school years, hitting
hardest our youngest learners who have

yet to have a typical school year. These
disruptions in learning set children back—
with reports showing 40 percent of ﬁrst
graders and 35 percent of second graders
listed as ‘signiﬁcantly at risk’ of needing
intensive academic interventions.
Programs like Growing STEAM assist
children with their social-emotional
learning and behavioral development—
helping them recover from the pandemic
and strengthening their skills to have
better outcomes later in life. Thank you,
Women to Women Giving Circle!

State Farm funds award-winning
Innovation Institute
Thanks to State Farm for funding
our award-winning Innovation Institute.
Innovation Institute is a continuum of
learning and mentorship for at-risk
students. The program is held in
partnership with Unity Community
Center and Illinois State University.
Unity teens are partnered with a mentor
from the university’s Biology Education
program and together they develop
STEAM-based learning curriculum
to teach to Unity Youth, kindergarten
through ﬁfth grade students, and to
the public at the Museum’s family fun
night event. This program continuously
builds on the prior year’s work—and
many participants report that they feel
better in their self-conﬁdence and that
they enjoy meeting new people and
building new relationships through the
program. Thank you, State Farm!

Thank you for
supporting the
Power of Play in
our community!
All photos are pre-COVID 19.
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ELEVATED EXHIBITS

An AgMazing Addition
To make space for our new Healthy Me
exhibit, we needed to relocate the
Imagination Playground’s “big blue
blocks” from our ﬁrst ﬂoor. Exhibits staff,
John Dolan and Joe Pettinger, designed
and constructed a new barn in AgMazing
to hold these blocks. The Barn is now
open, and the playground awaits your
imaginations!

Welcome to the Illumination Station
Thanks to your generosity during
the Bounce Back Campaign, visitors
can enjoy a brand new experience.
Illumination Station was built in-house
by our exhibits staff and named by our
members! This colorful wall contains
1,200 holes and 1,600 colored pegs for
friends of all ages to create pixel perfect
art. Illumination Station is now open on
our third ﬂoor and awaiting your designs.
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4-5

Pre-School Camps
Age: Pre-School (4-5 years)
Time: 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.
Cost: $43 Members/Museums for All
$48 Non-Members
Monday, June 27 & Tuesday, June 28
Monday, July 11 & Tuesday, July 12
Monday, August 8 & Tuesday, August 9

Kinder Camps
Age: Entering Kindergarten
(5-6 years)
Time: 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Cost: $105 Members/Museums for All
$115 Non-Members

years

Two-day Pre-School Camps are a great
introduction for your child to experience
a classroom setting. Camp begins
with circle time, setting classroom
expectations, singing a hello song,
and listening to a story to introduce
the day’s topic. Campers enjoy themed
hands-on activities, music and
movement and center-based learning.

5-6

years

Cardboard Creations
Monday, June 6 – Friday, June 10

Storybook STEAM
Monday, July 25 – Friday, July 29

entering
st
th

Camp Discovery

1 -6

Grades: Entering 1st – 6th
Time: 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Cost: $200 Members/Museums for All
$225 Non-Members

Putt-Putt Golf Camp

grade

Monday, July 18 – Friday, July 22

STEAM Camp
Monday, August 1 – Friday, August 5

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED ONE WEEK
IN ADVANCE FOR ALL MUSEUM CLASSES.
Payment must accompany registration. Cancelation must
be received at least three business days prior to the start
of the program to receive a refund.

Registration begins March 1, 2022.
Visit ChildrensDiscoveryMuseum.net
for additional summer camp and
program sessions.

Kinder Camps are designed
speciﬁcally for children preparing
to enter Kindergarten. Camp begins
with circle time, setting classroom
expectations, singing a hello song,
and listening to a story to introduce
the day’s topic. Campers enjoy
themed hands-on activities, music
and movement, and center-based
learning. This camp also includes a
small snack.

Camp Discovery is a fun-ﬁlled week
at the Museum. Camps are themed
around a central topic with lots of
engaging activities designed around
STEAM based learning through play!
Camp includes all materials, play
time in the museum and more.
Campers should bring a packed
lunch and bottled water each day.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24

|

10 AM – 3 PM

|

UPTOWN NORMAL

FREE
EVENT
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April

29
2022

Friday, April 29 | 6:00 p.m. | DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Bloomington
Join us for the Children’s Discovery Museum’s
annual Doctors in Concert on Friday, April 29 at the
DoubleTree Hotel. Attendees will enjoy live music
performed by local physicians, hors d’oeuvres, Silent
Auction and a cash bar all while supporting the love
of learning through the power of play!

Schedule of performing physicians (subject to change)
Dr. Jerry Antonini

Dr. Thomas Kelly

Dr. William Bond

Dr. Darrell Looney

Dr. Daniel Brownstone

Dr. Susan Sheppard

Dr. Frank Han

Dr. David Skillrud

Tickets available at ChildrensDiscoveryMuseum.net

Doctors in Concert — Silent Auction
Start your bidding early! This year’s silent auction will
be available online beginning Monday, April 18. Bid
from home or at event. Winners will be announced at
the concert Friday, April 29. Be sure to check out the
variety of packages, experiences and items available.
32Auctions.com/DoctorsinConcert
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Be sure to select your
Bloomington Normal store.

CHARITABLE GIVING PROGRAM

CDM selected for Target Circle
giving program – vote for us
through March 31
We are honored and excited to announce
that we have been chosen to participate
in a special charitable giving campaign,
sponsored and funded by Target. And
you have the chance to help direct a
portion of Target’s donation to us!

Now through March 31, 2022, you can
vote for us through the Target Circle
program to help determine how Target’s
donation will be divided up. Find out
more about Target Circle here:
www.target.com/circle.

Medici

Craft
Beer &

JA Z Z
Festival

We are asking our supporters to help us
make the most of this opportunity. Every
vote counts to help us as we continue
our mission to inspire the love of learning
through the power of play! Thank you
for your support!

Saturday

JULY

23

Proceeds support CDM

Town of Normal
Children’s Discovery
Museum Foundation
101 E. Beaufort Street
Normal, Illinois 61761

SPRING HOURS (beginning March 20)
Monday (Member Monday): 9:00 a.m.–Noon (Members Only)
Tuesday: 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday: 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Thursday: 9:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Friday: 9:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Saturday: 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Sunday: 1:00 – 5:00 p.m.
Phone: 309-433-3444
Web: ChildrensDiscoveryMuseum.net

Search for “Children’s
Discovery Museum Normal”

Search for @DiscoveryMuseum

YouTube.com/ChildrensDiscoveryMuseumNormalIL

Search for @CDM Normal

#CDMPowerofPlay

